
INDUSTRY EXPERTISE 
CHBA BC members bring an important perspective to policy discussions: they build homes every day.

2,200  
MEMBERS

8 LOCAL 
ASSOCIATIONS

PROFESSIONALS &  
COMMUNITY BUILDERS 

 Vancouver
 Vancouver Island
 Central Okanagan
 Central Interior
 South Okanagan
 Northern BC
 Sea to Sky 
 Fraser Valley  

Members must sign and adhere to 
a code of ethics to maintain their 
CHBA membership.

Home builders are an integral 
part of the local economy and 
have a direct hand in building our 
communities.

 Licensed Home Builders  
 Renovators   

  Suppliers
  Tradespeople
  Industry Professionals

What do prospective new home 
buyers plan to purchase?

www.chbabc.org

of new homeowners feel  
confident knowing their home

was built by a licensed 
residential builder

New homeowners are 

satisfied
with the construction 

of their new home

homes built by a 
builder / developer

unsure

custom built

previously 
owned home

The average home builder in B.C. 
builds approximately 

4 homes per year

Purpose-built rentals
2nd highest on record after 2017

2018 B.C. Residential Building 
Statistics and Trends Report
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POLICY IMPACTS AFFORDABILITY
WHAT ADDS TO THE COST OF NEW HOMES IN BC?
Demand is increasing with a growing population. However, construction costs are also increasing. Regulatory 
and building costs can stop projects from proceeding, which happens more frequently than you may think. We 
need more housing supply to meet the demand, not less. 

Residential construction is one of the most regulated sectors of the economy. While each approval or change 
may seem like a small impact, together they can quickly impact housing affordability calculations. These 
changes are not limited to just market housing, and can impact projected targets and budgets for government 
housing initiatives. 

Building Code  
Changes

Local Government  
Fees

Trades  
Shortages

Land  
Prices

Energy-Efficiency 
Requirements 

Product Costs  
and Availability  

(i.e. Trade disputes)

Bylaw and Zoning 
Changes 

 

Lengthy Processes 
and Timelines  

Reports and 
Reviews
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HOUSING 
AFFORDABILITY 
AND  
AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING

AFFORDABLE HOUSING  
(or referred to as social housing) 
is and should be built for those 
in housing need, most often 
due to lack of income or special 
circumstances. Smart investments 
in affordable housing is required 
and encouraged. 

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 
ensures homes are within 
financial reach of British 
Columbians. Addressing this will 
reduce the ongoing pressures 
on affordable housing, so any 
new and available government 
housing units can go to those in 
most urgent need. Otherwise, 
no amount of investment will be 
able to keep up with the need.  

The short answer?  
Building more affordable 
housing alone won’t solve 
housing affordability.  
We need both. 

THE HOUSING CONTINUUM 
Addressing the entire housing continuum is essential to any 
successful housing strategy. Significant investments from all levels of 
government have focused on the first four stages. The next step is to 
focus on affordability in market housing.

Limited choice of housing supply in communities further exacerbates 
the issue. We see this today with many that are overhoused and many 
underhoused. This doesn’t necessarily mean towers as a solution. 
Buyers overwhelmingly prefer low-rise, ground-oriented housing, 
which can include townhomes, row houses, and duplexes. 

Market 
Ownership 

Housing

Subsidized 
Housing

Market 
Rental 

Housing

Emergency 
Shelters

Supportive 
Housing

Transitional 
Housing

DIVERSE HOUSING SUPPLY
A successful housing continuum includes the ability to access 
appropriate housing options for different life stages. 

MARKET HOUSING MATTERS
If entry-level housing is inaccessible to first-time buyers, the 
system breaks down and the number needing assistance grows. 
Homeownership also takes pressure off rental stock; CHBA research 
indicates that some 80% of rental units that come available each 
year in Canada are from people vacating to become homeowners. 
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We’re one of British Columbia’s largest employers but these jobs are spread out from our biggest cities to 
our smallest towns. 

Many businesses within the local economy benefit from new homes. We work with product suppliers, 
trades, and industry professionals to build your communities.

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION 
IS ONE OF B.C.’S LARGEST EMPLOYERS
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